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Fellow Children of God the Father, 

 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His 

abundant mercy hath begotten us again to a lively hope by the resurrection of  

 Jesus Christ from the dead.” I Peter 1:3 

 

 An April church news article, in this Eastertide, with the blessed belief of the 

resurrection, needs to be joyous, but as I write this the congregation has been informed 

of the decline of Grace’s call by Rev. Sedlmayr. Our hopes seem to be always on the wing 

like an elusive butterfly. We so hoped that our needs would be met. It is difficult to re-

member that God answered our prayers that He would give us the Pastor we needed. 

He said no it wasn’t Rev. Sedlmayr.  

 At this time also I received my periodical from the Seminary. It contained an 

article from one of my history professors in celebration of Friedrich Wyneken 200th 

birthday, May 1810. Wyneken, as he served this new country, was plagued with German 

Lutheran immigrants being served by preachers with false beliefs about baptism and 

forgiveness of sins. He needed trained men to come from Europe to help with the work 

and feed these congregations. This is a portion of Wyneken’s plea that rings true for 

Grace as she seeks a Pastor. 

 

“ . . . your brothers and sisters in the flesh are hungry for the Gospel’s powerful 

food. They implore you, crying out in distress: ‘Oh help us! Give us preachers 

that will strengthen us with the Bread of Life, who will build us up with the 

Word of the Lord, who will instruct our children in Jesus’ holy teachings! Oh 

help us or we will be lost!’”  

 

 This is rather dramatic but what is recognizable for Grace congregation from 

this quote is her distress without a Pastor and her faithful analysis of the preacher that 

will fill the needs. God hears our prayers and knows the needs. He hears each one of the 

needs. This shepherd will be unique to this congregation. In agreement certainly also 

are the attributes described in the quote of the Pastor that is sought. A preacher “who 

will strengthen us with the Bread of Life”, and “build us up with the Word of the Lord”, 

and “instruct the children in the Jesus’ holy teachings”. 

 The drama is afoot. You are a part of it as it unfolds. That special Pastor will be 

installed. All that God has planned for us in His loving care is the only drama that has 

worth. Our human eyes want to see darkness at the tomb of Jesus but that grave did not 

keep Him in. We have that same “lively hope” because “His abundant mercy hath begot-

ten us again. . . by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  

 

In His Bondage, 

Deaconess Nuckolls 
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INSIDE GRACELINES 



Pastoral Call 

By now you should know that Rev. Sedlmayr declined our call and that we had a second call meeting on March 21. Pray that God 

would send us a Pastor that will lead us according to His will. 

Health Plan for Staff 

The Board of Directors approved a health plan for staff covered by Grace Lutheran Church. In the 2010 budget, our Treasurer, 

Mr. Klein, projected a 15% increase in premiums starting April 1st. With some excellent work by Henry Marvin, who handles our 

health insurance program, the actual increase in premiums will just fit within the 2010 budget for health insurance. We thank 

God for this. 

Facility Refurbishment  

Wayne Turner reported that repair and painting of the fascia boards, re-roofing of flat roof areas, patching and painting of stucco 

and other trim will have been completed by the time you read this. More to come. 

Confirmation 

Pastor Duerr and Deaconess June Nuckolls moved confirmation classes to Sunday, with Pastor Duerr focusing on confession and 

absolution, the Lord’s Supper, and church membership with the 8th grade class. May God strengthen the faith of these young 

souls and bring them joy and peace in their Christian life. 

Budget 

We are holding salaries at 2008 levels and reducing expenses in all but critical areas to carry out the ministry of Word and Sacra-

ment here. By the grace of God we are paying all bills and payroll, but without reserves. Pray for God’s continuing care for this 

congregation and may God bless you for your stewardship in response to His love. 

In the Word 

Jesus said, “If you continue in My word, then are you my disciples indeed, and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 

you free.” Worship, Bible Classes, Sunday School, Day School, weekday Bible study, and Family Night Bible study are times for 

seriously listening to God speak to us.  The Holy Spirit will strengthen our faith and prepare us for our mission and life on earth, 

and in the next life. Jesus says His disciples continue in His word.  

We are bombarded and tempted daily by Satan and his evil minions. We need to be strengthened to keep from falling away from 

the God who created us and His only begotten Son who died for us. His Word is truth, and life for us.  

 

The Elders reported that more than 100 members rarely attend worship. We can learn of Jesus nowhere except in the Holy 

Scriptures. We should each reexamine our priorities in this world, remembering that “we are in the world but not of the world.” 

Also that we cannot serve two masters—God, and the world.  

“Come Forth” 

“… for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth…” Jn 5: 28-29. 

These Words of Jesus tell us what will happen to everyone who is in the grave when He returns.  We are reminded that Jesus 

said, “Lazarus, come forth”, and the dead Lazarus immediately was resurrected! Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and the 

life…”  

This is the assurance that Jesus gives us and seals in His own resurrection. What joy! What a marvelous hope we have to look 

forward to a blessed reunion with all believers in Christ, especially those in our family who have been taken to their heavenly 

home ahead of us.  
 

Kenneth Szalai 
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                                             Offering 

 

Ending Sunday 2/21    7,338 

Ending Sunday 2/28    8,013 

Ending Sunday 3/7  11,256 

Ending Sunday 3/14    6,971 

 

Building Fund (BTBC) 

 

Ending Sunday 2/21                 80 

Ending Sunday 2/28               180 

Ending Sunday 3/7             6,615 

Ending Sunday 3/14               170 

 

Total as of  3/14          835,113 

Attendance 

 

Saturday 2/20    28 

Sunday 2/21  179 

Saturday 2/27    21 

Sunday 2/28  202 

Saturday 3/6    30 

Sunday 3/7  163 

Saturday 3/13    24 

Sunday 3/14  155 

 
 

Sat/Sun Average Attendance-February 
 

2009          261 

2010      207 

From the President 



 

 

 

As I write this we are still preparing for Holy Week and Easter.  But as you read this, we will either be in the last days 

of Holy Week or we will have already begun our Easter celebration.  What a blessing Lent is as we prepare our hearts 

and minds for the incredible celebration that is Easter! Without the preparation of Lent, the examination of our 

hearts and the way we live our lives, Easter is just another feel good event. But with the preparation of Lent, we rec-

ognize the necessity of the first Good Friday; that we are part of the cause of the crucifixion. That prepares us to truly 

celebrate the resurrection. 

 

Easter is, after all, the focal point of our faith.  If Jesus has not been raised then our faith is in vain, according to Paul.  

But Easter is the guarantee; the guarantee that God has accepted the sacrifice of Jesus.  It is the guarantee of our for-

giveness, of the promise of eternal life.  We have new life, now through Jesus, and finally in heaven.  What a blessing!  

What a gift!  What a celebration! 

 

The events of the first Easter, and the promises and guarantees that they provide for us, give us the reason for every-

thing we do. The church exists to share the forgiveness and eternal life earned on the cross. The ministries of the 

church are designed to share those same blessings with the ministry groups, the congregation as a whole, and our 

community and world. We’ve got a lot of work to do! 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who worked so hard to make our Lenten preparations such a bless-

ing as well as all who are currently working to make our Easter celebration extra special.  We appreciate all the 

work!  This includes altar guild, bell choir, Chancel Choir, brass, ushers, organists, acolytes, crucifers, Pastor Duerr, 

youth, those who work to get our buildings and facilities in shape, and all the others who work behind the scenes for 

us.  What a blessing all these workers are to each of us! 

 

Listing all those people only serves to remind us that God gives us all talents to use for the blessing of all.  If you’d 

like to use musical talents, give me a call.  The musical year does not end with Easter!  We still have Pentecost/

Confirmation, Ascension, and the other Sundays.  We still need plenty of help!  If you’d like to use other talents, call 

the office and we’ll get you connected to the right person.  What a blessing you are – to all of us! 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Larry D. Wooster 
 

 

To My Church Family 

Thank you so much to all for all your thoughts, prayers, love and generosity. It was a great blessing 

to us.  

I know this is much overdue but until the end Chris and I were always on the move to doctors and 

appointments and then trips to spend some time just between us. Even though it’s been over a year 

I still want her back and miss her so much. It’s now in God’s hands. I must trust in Him and wait till 

He takes my hand to lead me back to Chris.  

Thank you again for everything.  

For now I must have more to do for God, and will use Maddie my Aussie as a therapy dog to bring 

love to others and help fill the void in my heart without Chris.  
 

Blessings, 

Pat 

�� 
 

       GRACELINES                                               3 

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands For our offenses given; 

But now at God’s right hand He stands And brings us life from heaven. 

Therefore let us joyful be And sing to God right thankfully 

Loud songs of Alleluia!  Alleluia! 



 

Thrivent will again sponsor tickets to Jethawks games. 

May 22 game is the JetHawks against the Adelanto Mavericks and  August 14  against the Inland Empire Dodgers. 

Both games are at 7PM.  Thrivent members should watch for notice from Thrivent of how to get tickets. 

 

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity Guatemala Trip  

Are you interested in joining with Thrivent Builds to go on a mission trip to Guatemala to build homes with Habitat 

for Humanity?  We'll be going August 27th through September 6th 2010 with an experienced leader making his third 

trip to the area.  If you are interested in learning more about this exciting service opportunity please contact George 

Andrews at 661-942-6585 or 661-209-1036 or at george.andrews@thrivent.com. 

 

 

 

I listen to 99.1 everyday.  It’s the Christian Satellite Network, which you can even listen to online at http://

csnradio.com/listen.htm   I heard this quote a while back and I’ve been waiting to share it with you.   

“Did you know you could do ministry without being a pastor or preacher?  It’s true.  In fact, Skip Heitzig 

says, ‘that just about anything we do when we are called by God is a part of the ministry.’  ‘You know we 

think we’ll if you’re in the ministry you are going to be a reverend.  A pastor.  Teacher.  Doctor.  Yes, 

doctor, doctor doctor.  You could insert your name here – that God has raised up       

Frank or George or Nancy as an accountant or a lawyer.  Yes, a lawyer or a doctor.  Or a whole host of 

other professions as a place to do ministry.  A base of operations for God to work.’”   

-  Skip Heitzig   The Connection radio broadcast 1-13-10 

 

Each and every person can serve God and serve others and therefore “do ministry.”  We’ve all been given a gift – a 

spiritual gift.  To learn about Spiritual Gifts, read Ephesians 4, Romans 12, or 1 Corinthians 12 and read what gifts 

you have from the Holy Spirit.   

 

These gifts aren’t just done by pastors, DCE’s or other church workers, YOU CAN BE A BASE OF OPERATIONS FOR 

GOD TO WORK.   

 

This past month, the youth have gathered at Jennifer’s house (Jennifer is my fiancé) to spend time with each other 

and build each other up.  (Giving) 

 

We’ve also gone and interacted with another Christian church as they put on the play “Precious”.   

(Evangelism) 

 

This coming month, the youth will have the opportunity to serve Easter breakfast.  More thank likely, by the time you 

are reading this, you’ve already seen youth, families and adults serving Easter Breakfast.      

 (Helps) 

 

Also, FAMILY MINISTRY WEDNESDAYS resume on April 7th.  These Wednesdays are for EVERYONE!  I wrote in a pre-

vious bulletin that someone had mentioned that they didn’t think they could attend Family Ministry Wednesdays be-

cause they didn’t have a kid.  Anyone can come and take part in Family Ministry Wednesdays.  You can have 5 kids, 

Grandkids or NO Kids.  There are Bible studies for children, youth AND ADULTS. 

 

(Teaching, Exhortation, Prophecy, Apostleship, Pastoral, Evangelism, Ruling, Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, 

Faith, Governments Giving, Helps) 
 

What Spiritual Gifts has God Graciously Given you?  Read the above chapters in the Bible and pray that God would 

guide you in using the gifts He’s given you to serve as a base of operations for God to work – through you by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.   
 

Your brother in serving Christ by using the Gifts He’s given us,  

 

Jim Roberts – DCE 

* (words in parenthesis are spiritual gifts listed in the Scripture passages mentioned above.) 
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Thrivent Activities 

News from the DCE 



LWMLgrants@work 
$80,000 helps Lutheran 

World Relief 
to deliver more than 100,000 Lutheran-made 

quilts, products of the loving work of God’s 

servants, into the lives of those in need around the 

world. 
      

Lutherans 
make quilts, 
layettes, and 

school, 
health, and 
sewing kits; 

package 
them; and 

ship them to 
LWR’s 

warehouses.  

 

 

 

 

School kits help children, 
like this girl in Mali, have 
the materials necessary 

to go to school 

 

 

 

 

In 2008, LWR 
sent 1,455 tons 
of quilts and kits 
worth $13 million 
to more than 
740,000 people 
in 27 different 
countries. 

 
We pray together for this MITE Grant: 
“God of Comfort, You have given us minds to 
imagine, hands to create, and hearts to provide for 
people around the world. May this gift assist with 
the costs of fuel and extend the ability to ship these 
most practical gifts of love, so that through them 

the people of the world might know the joy of 
Your salvation. Amen. 

 
 SAGE & SAND 
ZONE SPRING  

CELEBRATION   

Saturday - April 24 
 

Here at Grace! ~ We don’t 

have to travel so hope every lady of 
Grace can join us! 

 

Edith Schuler ~ Speaker 

Prison Fellowship Ministry  

 
.   

9:30 to 10:00 ~ Fellowship & Brunch 

10:00 to 11:45 ~ Worship, District 

Report & Topic Presentation 

11:45 to 12:45 ~ Lunch 

12:45 to 2:00 ~ Business Meeting  

 
Cost ~ $7.00 ~ Payable at the door. 

For reservation Contact~ Marge (946-

6806) or Mary (943-5799) 

 

To volunteer donations or preparation of 

food, help with set-up, clean-up or 

registration contact Kathy Andrews (722-

0742) or Marge or Mary.  

 

INGATHERING ~ Birthday cards 
to be given to inmates to send 

to their families.  The chaplain 
will distribute these as inmates 

request cards.  Place in the 
PURPLE BAG in the narthex. 

 

 

REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR 

MITE BOX HANDY 

AND TO BRING IT 

TO OUR LARGE 

MITE BOX IN THE 

NARTHEX! 

       GRACELINES                                                 5 





GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

856 W. Newgrove Street 

Lancaster, CA 93534-3092 

 

 
 

 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

LANCASTER, CA 

PERMIT No. 200 

CHURCH STAFF  CHURCH BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Pastor Rev. Bill Duerr   President Ken Szalai 

Assistant Pastor/Church Planter Todd Niebling  Vice President Scott Smith 

Music Director  Larry Wooster  Treasurer Dennis Klein 

Youth Director Jim Roberts  Recording Secretary Marge Barckholtz 

Church Secretary Teri Morgan  Member at Large Gary Vandrey 

   Council of Elders Leo Thibault 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE    

Principal Wanda Vandrey  Pastor Niebling:     thewellav@yahoo.com  

School Secretary Christine Calvert  Dr. Wooster:           lwooster@gracelancaster.org 

   Wanda Vandrey:   principal@gracelancaster.org 

   Church Office:        church@gracelancaster.org 

   June Nuckolls        jnuckolls@gracelancaster.org 

   Jim Roberts:           jroberts@gracelancaster.org  

Visit us on the web: www.gracelancaster.org 


