
Joshua must have had an inferiority complex.  He had to fill some pretty big shoes.  How 

exactly does someone follow a leader who spoke with God face to face?  Still, it was God's 

plan that Joshua be the one who would finally lead the LORD's people into the land and 

the peace promised to them long ago in vows made to Abraham.   

 

Going into any project or life situation without having a reasonable idea of what is to 

come can be a very frightening or uncomfortable circumstance.  Yet, that is what we as 

Christians are called to - this is expressed well in this prayer for guidance.   

 

"Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown."   

 

God assured Joshua that he and the people entrusted to his care and leadership would 

not be alone.   

 

"I will not leave you or forsake you.  Be strong and courageous for you shall cause 

this people to inherit the land I swore to their fathers to give them."  Joshua 1:5-6   

 

That same Divine promise is made to you as the people of God at Grace.  This congrega-

tion will never be left alone nor will God ever forsake us.  To be sure, ahead of us lies 

uncertainty.  Will our congregation grow?  Will we have the money to move forward?  

What if?  Why?  But…  If only!    

 

I don't have the answer to what will be - that alone is left in the mighty hands of our lov-

ing and faithful God.  You can, however, be sure that I (and you) will work diligently (all 

by the Holy Spirit's power) toward making and maintaining Grace Evangelical Lutheran 

Church and School a place of Godly love and Christian kindness.   It ought always be a 

home for the clear and true teaching and preaching of Jesus Christ crucified for the for-

giveness of sins.  May it be a haven for those who are in physical and spiritual need.   

 

That's a tall order - just like the calling that intimidated Joshua.  God led Joshua and he 

was able to bring God's people into God's land.  Our Father will also be with us.  He 

wants and wills that His Son, Jesus be openly shared with the whole world.  This is the 

Mission of the church on earth. (that's ya'll)  I have no doubt that God's purposes will be 

accomplished (in God's time).   

 

The Collect for Guidance quoted above concludes with these words,  

 

"Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that 

Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us."   
 

This is my prayer for us as the gathered people of God at Grace.   
 

Together in Christ's Holy Service. 

Pastor Leary +     
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Almighty God, Your Word is cast Like seed into the ground; 
Now let the dew of heav’n descend And righteous fruits abound. 

 
Let not the sly satanic foe This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart To bring forth fruits of love. 
 

Let not the world’s deceitful cares The rising plant destroy, 
But let it yield a hundredfold The fruits of peace and joy. 

 
So when the precious seed is sown, Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive Its saving pow’r may know. 
 

“To know Christ…To make Christ known.” That is our mission here at Grace Lutheran Church. Our tools for carrying out that 
mission are simple: God’s Word and the Sacraments. So anytime we use those tools we are carrying out our mission. 
 
Why am I stating the obvious? We are now in the Sundays after Pentecost. The liturgical color is green.  This symbolizes growth.  
We need to be focusing on our growth – growth in our knowledge of Christ, and growth in our lives of Christian service. We are 
also in that time of the year when some people think they can take a vacation from God. 
 
Of course, taking a vacation from God is ridiculous. He is always with us. He loves us too much to abandon us. Sometimes, 
though, we forget about Him.  We go on with our summer vacations and activities as if God doesn’t exist. In a sense, we abandon 
Him. 
 
It’s rather strange. We wouldn’t think of going for very long without eating. In fact many of us in our society eat more than we 
need. But we think nothing of starving our faith. The Holy Spirit works through Word and Sacrament to create and strengthen 
our faith. We literally starve our faith when we are not in contact with Word and Sacrament. 
 
Of course, even when we abandon God, He doesn’t abandon us. He is always standing by. He is always ready to fulfill His prom-
ises. He is always ready to forgive us. 
 
This summer, will you join me in making a concerted effort to stay connected with Christ? We need that and we will be blessed 
as a result. 
 
One of our special gifts this summer is God’s gift of a pastor. While we welcome Pastor Leary and his family, we need to work 
with them in order to allow our faith to grow, and to share God’s Word with others – especially those we see on a regular basis. 
 
This summer we have plenty of opportunities to exercise our faith by using the opportunities for service that God provides. An-
other one of those opportunities is providing special music for worship. If you’d like to consider using this opportunity, give me a 
call in the office or send me an e-mail and we’ll talk. God promises to bless all involved! Have a blessed summer! 
 

In Christ’s Service, 

Larry D. Wooster 
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                                             Offering 

 
Ending Sunday 6/20    4,632 
Ending Sunday 6/27    9,182 
Ending Sunday 7/4  10,387 
Ending Sunday 7/11    4,783 
Ending Sunday 7/18    5,339 
 

Building Fund (BTBC) 
 

Ending Sunday 6/20         50 
Ending Sunday 6/27       120 
Ending Sunday 7/4       151 
Ending Sunday 7/11       125 
Ending Sunday 7/18       110 
 

Total as of 7/18                        837,594 

Attendance 
 

Saturday 6/19    23 
Sunday 6/20  155 
Saturday 6/26    33 
Sunday 6/27  185 
Saturday 7/3    23 
Sunday 7/4  153 
Saturday 7/10    30 
Sunday 7/11  150 
Saturday 7/17    31 
Sunday 7/18  167 
 

 

Sat/Sun Average Attendance-June 
 

2009          238 
2010      196 



 

 

 

Consider, O Devout Soul, How Greatly God has Loved Thee, 

 This greeting is from the 17th century Lutheran theologian Johann Gerhard, born 17 

October 1582, died 20 August 1637. On August 20th we commemorate his work and life. I am 

presently using for my devotions the Sacred Meditations of Johann Gerhard a work of 51 medi-

tations that he wrote at the age of 22, first published in Latin in 1606. This stuff is good; it 

brings me to tears daily in its beautiful language that speaks to the heart of the Christian. We 

who are ‘devout souls’ can bath in the biblical exposes that he has recorded. He is honored for 

his deep spiritual insights that come from the individual immersed in the Word of God. He was 

educated at the University of Wittenberg where Luther taught and became a Professor at the 

University of Jena.  

 There is no doubt that we meditate on many things during the day. We meditate on 

commercials, face book, sports, etc. This culture would say that we are spiritual in many ways. 

We think that because we are thoughtful and well informed and concerned we are spiritual. 

Being spiritual and being people of faith in the true God are not the same thing. We meditate, 

we calm ourselves with many things, T.V., music, etc. but we also worry and stress about 

money, children, success, etc.  

 Luther speaks of unbelief in the Large Catechism especially in the words of the expla-

nation of the first commandment; we humans are able to put everything before God. We can 

not help but make idols for ourselves if our meditations are largely not God’s Word.   

 Johann Gerhard at age 22 wrote these meditations, amazing, and I am just being en-

riched by them at through the ages. They have endured. They are in my life because they point 

me to the Word of God. Blessed be the Word of God and blessed be Johann Gerhard. In Medita-

tion IX on Loving God alone he says, “Rise thyself O faithful soul, love thou Him who is the 

Highest Good, in whom is every good thing, and without whom there is nothing truly good.” 

We love Him and learned to love Him more as we study, read, and digest His Word. Meditation 

XXXII is entitled, True Peace of the Soul; “The soul often seeks rest and peace in transitory and 

worldly things but finds them not. All things of the earth are fleeting and transitory, but the 

soul is immortal, how than can it find peace in these? In Christ alone it finds the peace it seeks 

(Mt.9:29); He alone can fully satisfy and meet its immortal desires. . . . And so faith finds rest in 

Christ; but our love also finds there its most blessed repose.” 

 May our love that seeks much that is not God find its repose in Christ. 

       In His Bondage, 

       Deaconess Nuckolls  
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School�NewsSchool�NewsSchool�NewsSchool�News����

����
Often the toughest part of writing a Gracelines article is getting started – 

writing that first line.  I have been writing church newsletter articles for a 

very long time now so I always wonder if I can possibly think of something 

I haven’t already written about over and over. 

 

For two evenings now I have brought my grandson Owen to VBS.  Last 

night as the evening was closing down, it occurred to me that I have never 

written about VBS from a grandparent’s perspective.  I wish to tell all of 

you that Grace Lutheran has an outstanding program with incredible lead-

ers and helpers.  The “crew” leaders include both adults and youth from 

our congregation.  Many of the youth attended school here in the past.  

Many of the “helpers” are current students.  This outreach is a blessing to 

both those who attend and those come to “serve”.  It is simply a joyous 

time. 

 

In May our school families and staff had an opportunity to participate in a 

survey about our school.  Lutheran schools all over the country did like-

wise.  The last two items on the survey were for comments on “what you 

love about the school” and “what one thing should the school change”.  I 

now have a summary of all those comments.  What stands out abut the 

things people love about the school is the repeated statements about  fac-

ulty, the family-friendly atmosphere, Christ-centered education, commu-

nity, parents caring about each other.  It is clear that there are many, many 

excellent things about this school.   

 

On the other hand, those commenting about “what one thing should the 

school change” had numerous comments regarding the principal.  First, I 

apologize to one and all.  Secondly, I ask that any of you who are willing to 

be more specific with me that you do so.  With God’s help I would want to 

do what is best for Grace Lutheran Church and School.  Grace Lutheran 

Church and School means the people, the families that make up this com-

munity – not a building or institution.  At a staff meeting one Tuesday 

morning, Pastor Duerr made a comment that I hope I can infuse into minis-

try.  He said, “The sound of silence is not answering a question or concern 

that has been voiced.”  I read the word “communication” (or actually lack 

of) in several comments.  I pray that I can demonstrate being able to learn.  

Saying “sorry” without action behind it is not sincere.  I pray you see action 

from me. 

 

In Christian love, 

Wanda Vandrey 
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Thank You for a Great 

Week of VBS “High Seas 

Expedition”   

A great big thank you goes 

out to all of you that volun-

teered your time and dona-

tions with VBS! You did an 

amazing job! We really could-

n’t have done it without you!  

 

 

 

Book Exchange-  

There is a book exchange in 

Deaconess June Nuckolls of-

fice for those that would like 

to take part. If you have any 

questions please call the 

church office. 

 

 

 

Come One Come All!  

Cliff Shout has a new restau-

rant in town that opened at 

Avenue J and Fig Avenue in 

Lancaster called “Tamale 

Villa.” It features 11 types of 

Texas tamales, Mexican rice, 

refried beans, salsa, chips, 

and of course Texas chili. So 

you all come and enjoy. 

Thank you to the members of 

Grace and friends. 
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