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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

GRACELIN
MUSIC NOTES

‘Tis good, Lord, to be here! Thy glory fills the night;
Thy face and garments, like the sun, Shine with unborrowed light.

‘Tis good, Lord, to be here, Thy beauty to behold
Where Moses and Elijah stand, Thy messengers of old.

‘Tis good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not remain;
But since Thou bidst us leave the mount, Come with us to the plain.

This hymn is for Transfiguration Sunday, which we celebrate this year on February 14. Trans-
figuration is the observation of Jesus going up on the mountain with Peter, James, and John.
His face and clothes shone like the sun and Moses and Elijah come and talked to Jesus. A voice
out of heaven is heard, similar to the voice at Jesus’ baptism. God designed this event to
strengthen the disciples for the days ahead when Jesus would be arrested, tried, and crucified.

But even though this is a Transfiguration hymn, it speaks to us also. When we come into God’s
presence we experience something similar. God is present with us through His Word and Sac-
rament. When we attend worship or Bible class we see a glimpse of God’s glory. We hear
Moses, Elijah, the other prophets, and more importantly, we hear God Himself as He speaks to
us through His Word. How truly good it is to be in God’s house, in His presence, to see Him and
to hear Him.

Just like the Transfiguration was a gift from God to strengthen the disciples, so His presence in
Word and Sacrament is a gift from God to strengthen us. As we face our daily struggles, what a
blessing it is to know God is with us, to have been in close contact with Him. A wise person
once said, “You know, if I don’t make it to church and Bible class, my whole week just doesn’t
seem right.” We need our regular connection with God.

As we think about our lives, we must be honest and admit that we don’t always worship like
we should. Even if we are physically present, we may be mentally somewhere else. Even if we
are in Bible class, Satan works his hardest to distract us with other things. These are only
some of the sins we are faced with, and often fall into. But these sins were covered by Jesus on
the cross, along with all of our other sins. We thank God for the gift of forgiveness!

The final verse of our hymn asks God to go with us into the daily grind of our lives. We need to
recognize that God is with us always. What a joy to have Him there with us when we need
Him. What a joy to be able to talk with Him at any time. What a blessing to have a God who
loves us so much He can’t take His eyes off of us!

If you'd like to share your thanks to God by serving Him musically, let me know. We have
openings coming up for musicians to serve God in worship. Give me a call in the office and
we’ll get you set up. I pray you have a blessed month as we close out the Epiphany season and
move into Lent.

With you in Christ’s Service,

Larry D. Wooster
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Offering

Attendance

\

Ending Sunday 12 /27 10,661 Saturday 12/26 34
Ending Sunday 1/3 9,094 Sunday 12/27 144
Ending Sunday 1/10 6,624 Saturday 1/2 37
Ending Sunday 1/17 6,797 Sunday 1/3 172
Saturday 1/9 34
Building Fund (BTBC Sunday 1/10 185
Saturday 1/16 27
Ending Sunday 12/27 20,110 Sunday 1/17 155
Ending Sunday 1/3 245
Ending Sunday 1/10 340 Sat/Sun Average Attendance-December
Ending Sunday 1/17 130
Total as of 1/17 827,408 2008 241
2009 182
One Service on Sunday, F Our D
rom Vur neacenéess
February 28"
“almnal I.““leran The Father of All Mercies Calls You,
Schools Sunday There is a member of this congregation, a relatively new

Grace Lutheran Church and
School will kick off National
Lutheran Schools Week with
a single service on Sunday,
February 28t Join us for Bi-
ble Study at 9 AM, Worship
at 10 AM. Be sure to mark
your calendar that there will
only be one worship service
on this Sunday! We'll see you
there!

Christian, brought in to this fold by Pastor Riggert. It is very impor-
tant to this person that each Sunday the monies set aside for the
Lord be in the offering plate. This person cannot rest easy if this is
not done. [ have told this person that it is alright to put the offering
in a week late or when it is possible but that does not satisfy. When
this person is in the hospital I have been the carrier of the envelope
to the Lord. The envelope sitting on the dresser, at home, designated
to the Lord by this Christian’s heart, must be at the church that is
held dear.

[ took a trip to Israel,  am gone some Sundays, and I do not,
and did not think about the offering. Giving money, I know, this is
important. The church relies upon those consistent givers. [ am put
to shame by this new Christian, a fledging in Scripture, that knows
better than I about the value of giving. This person tows the line for
the Savior that restored her life and soul. The Lord that carries the
weak body daily through His Word.

[ am also sustained by this same forgiving God. This church,
that is God’s holy gathering of believers needs my money. [ need the
church. It is the place of solace in this turbulent world. It is the place
of forgiveness, love, and nourishment. [ will remember this when I
dismiss the importance of giving, for I cannot dismiss the impor-
tance of my Savior.

In His Bondage,
Deaconess June Nuckolls
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From our DCE

Are you better off now than at the beginning of this year? That is a question many
folks will ask themselves. You will hear it on television and radio. You will hear a variety of
answers.

But how will most answer that question? On what basis? Whether they gained finan-
cially, stayed in good health, had good things to remember, or if dreams cane true? If so,
then yes, they are bettor off. Otherwise, no.

For Christians, however, there is a different way to look at things. The year we have
just lived was another year under the grace and care of our Savior, who does all things
well. He worked in our lives not just what was good for us, but what was best for us. This
has been another year lived in His Forgiveness and Life.

Maybe this year brought heartache or pain or financial difficulties. Maybe things were
not easy and smooth. But through it all, Christ has been with you. His Word and Sacra-
ments sustained you. No matter what your feelings, dreams or emotions tell you today
about another year gone by look not to them but to Christ. In Him, you have all that you
need.

This e-mail was forwarded to me from my father. My father has always had a different
way of viewing things and looking at the world. He has an uncanny sense to measure the
things that truly matter and the things that don’t really deserve the energy that gets us all
worked up.

The Word and Sacraments that you've participated in here at Grace Lutheran have
strengthened you in ways that none of us fully understand. I believe however, that because |
can’t understand it fully means that God is BIGGER THAN I AM and is able to work in,
through, with and under all things to bring us closer to Himself. Trusting in Jesus is a great
relief because He never changes.

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb 13:8) We change,
whether we believe it or not, but Jesus Christ does not. Thanks be to God that in an ever
changing world and in unstable times, we have a Savior who is stable - Jesus the Christ -
who always forgives us and always has a place for us with Him in Heaven.

Your brother and fellow servant in Christ,
Jim Roberts - DCE
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Christian Summer Camp

Hosted by the Pacific Southwest District
Held at Arrowhead Lutheran Camp

DATES: August 1st - August 6th COST: $250 - (Last years cost) [This years cost TBD]

INCLUDES:
Room and Board for the entire week! Bible Studies, Devotions, Games, Activities, Campfires
All within a Lutheran Christian Atmosphere!!!

WHO: Children and Youth (ages 5 to 17) WHERE: Arrowhead Lutheran Camp

REGISTRATION: register online at www.outdoorministry.org

A “typical” day at camp is hard to put in a few words. Butin general our program looks like this:
Provided by Pastor Seth Moorman - Director of PSW Outdoor Ministry

7:30 -Wake Up

8:00- Breakfast

8:45- Morning Devotions

9:00- Morning All-Camp Activity (games)

10:00- Camp Options (swimming, hiking, crafts, archery, rock climbing, etc.)

12:00- Lunch

12:30- F.0.B (Flat on Bunk)

1:30- Camp Options

3:00- Canteen (Snack)

3:30- Camp Options

5:00- Cabin/Tipi Time

5:30- Dinner

6:15- Bible Study Intro

6:30- Bible Study

7:30- Evening All Camp

8:30- Campfire

9:15- Afterglow (smores)

9:30- Lights Out

Our Sr. High program is called CIT (Counselor In Training) and during the
week the campers learn about becoming a counselor. By the end of the
week they have been trained and have had some experience working with
younger campers and are eligible to serve as a youth counselor the next
summer.

If you are interested in your child or youth attending Lutheran Summer Camp,
Please visit the website or speak with Jim Roberts.

If you are interested in volunteering at the camp for the entire week, YOU CAN!!!
Information found online.

This is a great opportunity for your child to learn and grow in their Lutheran Christian Faith in an out-
door environment, get to know other Christians, build relationships, and have an experience that is
safe and can never be taken away from them. Your child will remember “CAMP” for a lifetime.
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LWML Grants @ Work

Digitize Classes for Specific Ministry Pastor Program (SMP)
Concordia Theological Seminary ~ Ft. Wayne ~ $36,000

This grant will purchase five work stations for the Specific Ministry Pastor Program, and one digitizing
station for the library to make materials available electronically world wide to teach and assist pastors,
students, missionaries, and seminaries in going “into all the world.” Through distance education in the
SMP Program, men are able to serve where they are needed while learning.

This pastor, a shepherd in Montana, is now By digitizing theological materials and making
a shepherd of sheep and a shepherd of men. classes available over the internet, CTS supports
seminaries, missions, and ministries worldwide.

We pray together:
“Lord of Heaven and Earth, You are limitless in scope and power. Bless those
throughout the world who teach the faithful, reach the lost, and care for all. Be
with those who are being instructed and assisted through materials and classes on
the Internet through the library. Your Word, Saving God, endures forever and is a
lamp to our feet and a light to show us the way. From generation to generation,
You are God. Amen.”

EE i S b b b b b b b b

Sing to the Lornd

PSW D.istriiet LWML Convention

June 11 - 13, 2010
The Tempe Mission Palms Hotel - Tempe, AZ

Convention Information & Registration is on Parish Hall bulletin board

Talk to Marge Barckholtz or Mary Szalai for more information.

New District Mission Mite Grants will be selected by the
delegates at this convention.

Continue to bring your Mites to our Mite Box in the narthex
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