
Gracelines Calendar and Gracelines are  a monthly publications of 

Grace Lutheran Church 

856 W. Newgrove Street, Lancaster, CA 93534-3092 

Telephone: (661) 948-1018      Fax: (661) 948-2731 

To Those Who Walk in the Light, 
 Rev. Leary and family are packing up and leaving for here soon and this 
caused me to reflect on what it is like to pick up and leave a place and peoples that one 
has known. Where is home for us. The Bible from beginning to end is full of genera-
tions of wanderers. We all know what it is like to be homesick. It is difficult to be cou-
rageous when nothing seems familiar. 
 On June 11th we celebrate the life of St. Barnabas. He was a wanderer with St. 
Paul, compelled by the Holy Spirit to bring the “light of the world”(Jn. 8:12) to all peo-
ple. These two Jews, Levites, knew what God was asking of them and left their homes, 
left the comfort of the Jewish community, to act in love. Their Savior loved them and 
they loved those who “sat in darkness”(Lk. 1:79). Paul was from Tarsus in Turkey and 
Barnabas was from Cyprus, the island in the Mediterranean Sea below Turkey. They 
came together in Jerusalem and Barnabas helped Paul be at home with the Christians 
there, they looked at Paul as a persecutor of Christians. Paul was at the stoning of 
Stephen holding the coats. Barnabas is known as the Son of Encouragement for he also 
took under his wing John Mark, his cousin, who wrote the Gospel of Mark (probably). 
He encouraged Paul to have John Mark on the journey but on the way John Mark be-
came discouraged (homesick?) and left them. Barnabas gave John Mark the benefit of 
the doubt in a second journey but Paul would not give him a second chance and trav-
eled with Silas instead. Barnabas and John Mark became traveling companions. Later 
Paul talks about John Mark being a valuable asset (Col. 4:10, 2 Tim. 4:11).  
 Paul, Silas, Barnabas, Abraham, Moses, etc. all travelers that brought the light 
of the word of God with them. “Thus says God the Lord, who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it. Who gives 
breath to the peoples on it and spirit to those who walk in it: ‘I am the Lord; I have 
called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as 
a covenant for the people a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to 
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.’ ” 
Is. 42:5-7. All of the bringers of the light have been at home in the word of God for they 
knew that their Creator promises to “take you by the hand and keep you”.  
 The continuity of the Christian walk, being lead by the hand of God, is ours 
every day. It is our home, our comfort. Our new Pastor and family, as they wander here 
to the Mojave Desert, know the home they have as they are led by the hand of God. 

“Come Follow Me the Savior Spake” LSB 688 
“I am the light I light the way, a godly life displaying;  

I bid you walk as in the day I keep your feet from straying.  
I am the way, and well I show how you must sojourn here below.” 

        
       Yours in His Service, 
       Deaconess Nuckolls 
 

 

June 2010 

Volume 7 

Issue 6 

 

From our Deaconess ....... Page 1 

 

Offering & Attendance ... Page 2 

Music Notes 

 

School News ..................... Page 3 

Greetings from Japan 

 

News from the DCE ........ Page 4 

Church Happenings 

 

Calling baseball fans… ... Page 5 

LWML Updates 

 

Kid's Page ......................... Page 6 

 

Sponsors ........................... Page 7 

 

Church Staff ..................... Page 8 

 

 

INSIDE GRACELINES 



 
The Lord, my God, be praised, My light, my life from heaven; 

My maker, who to me Has soul and body given; 
My Father, who will shield And keep me day by day 

And make each moment yield New blessings on my way. 
 

The Lord, my God, be praised, My God, the everliving, 
To whom the heavenly host Their laud and praise are giving. 
The Lord, my God, be praised, In whose great name I boast, 

God Father, God the Son, And God the Holy Ghost. 
 

Easter is over. The Easter season is over. Pentecost is over. Confirmation is over. Trinity Sunday is over. Schools are getting out. 
This, of course, means that summer is here. It also means that we are beginning the non-festival half of the church year. What can 
there be to possibly be excited about? 
 
The most obvious answer to that, in light of this time in Grace’s history is that we are about to celebrate the arrival and installa-
tion of our new pastor. This is truly a momentous, life-changing event in our congregation’s life. For the record, Pastor Leary’s 
installation will be on Sunday, June 20 at 4 PM in the afternoon. A dinner will follow. If you did not receive the letter with the 
details of this celebration, please call the office. We want all members of Grace to be present for this celebration! 
 
Aside from Pastor Leary’s arrival and installation, we still have much to celebrate. Everyday we are given a day of new life from 
our heavenly Father. He “daily and richly forgives my sins and the sins of all believers…” He continues to protect us, provide for 
us. These are indeed reasons to celebrate! Each Sunday is a “little Easter” as we celebrate forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 
Additionally, the Sundays after Pentecost are designed to facilitate our growth. This especially focuses on the growth of our faith 
life. The appointed readings are designed to give us, not just an overview, but a more in depth look at our lives and how our faith 
impacts our daily lives. The growth occurs as we are in contact with Word and Sacrament. Let’s dedicate ourselves to worship, 
Bible study, and living out our faith each day. 
 
If you’d like to live out your faith by providing music, we have plenty of opportunities! Give me a call in the church office and 
we’ll get you hooked up! 
 
Also, note that if you will be traveling this summer, you can look up the nearest church at lcms.org. And if you are able, I’d love to 
see the bulletins when you get back! 
 
Have a blessed month! 
 

In Christ’s Service, 

Larry D. Wooster 
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                                             Offering 

 

Ending Sunday 4/18    5,623 
Ending Sunday 4/25    5,573 
Ending Sunday 5/2  12,676 
Ending Sunday 5/9    8,042 
Ending Sunday 5/16    5,623 
 

Building Fund (BTBC) 

 

Ending Sunday 4/18                   75 
Ending Sunday 4/25                195 
Ending Sunday 5/2                255 
Ending Sunday 5/9     120 
Ending Sunday 5/16          75 
 

Total as of 5/16          835,603 
 

Attendance 

 

Saturday 4/17    21 
Sunday 4/18  187 
Saturday 4/24    13 
Sunday4/25  184 
Saturday 5/1    16 
Sunday 5/2  198 
Saturday 5/8    23 
Sunday 5/9  170 
Saturday 5/15    21 
Sunday 5/16  251 
 

 

Sat/Sun Average Attendance-April 
 

2009          297 
2010      267 



Greetings from Japan, 

 
I thank Grace and the other churches for your 
gift very much!  I am very humbled at God's 
guidance and provision so far in this new min-
istry opportunity. 
 
What a blessing to be able to encourage the 
believers here by walking into the unknown 
and then being able to rejoice together at 
God's provision for each step of the journey 
from other brothers and sisters like Grace 
Church! 
 
You should have seen the pastor's face when I 
told him 3 churches had gathered together 
and taken an offering for the work in Fuku-
shima. 
 
He is a man of deep faith and boldness tries to 
encourage congregations of tired, scared, ag-
ing members to trust God, pray boldly, and act 
on the faith that we have.  The support from 
Grace, by serving as my sending agency, and in 
sending this offering, has given him extra hope 
and encouragement that He is not alone.  It 
has done the same for me. 
 
I myself am also in awe at the way Grace has 
embraced and supported me in partnership.  
One of the hard things in being a foreign mis-
sionary is feeling the loss of connection to the 
"world" you left.  It is hard to articulate how 
meaningful those connections are and how 
difficult it is to maintain all those relationships 
and while living in the land   
God has called me to serve. 
 
I cannot tell you what an unexpected joy and 
blessing it is to have Grace Lutheran Church 
take such quick initiative in embracing and 
supporting me in ministry here. 
 
Thank you, thank you!  May God continue to 
bless you richly as you bless others in His 
name! 
 
Cindy Charlton 
 
(Note: The Ascension Day offering of $683.77 
was wired to Cindy Charlton for the Fuku-
shima Mission) 
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School�News�School�News�School�News�School�News�����
We have about two more weeks of school as I write this; how-

ever, when you read it, we may already be out.  Where oh 

where did the school year go?  Each year seems to go by 

quicker than the last.  This concludes my 5th year here at Grace! 

 

Recently I was down to First Lutheran in Van Nuys for a memo-

rial service for the pastor who had served there for 24 years 

before retiring in 2006.  Pastor Sauer was my pastor and co-

worker for 18 of those years.  As could be expected the church 

was full and many of us caught up with what is happening in 

our lives.  What I did not expect was the number of young peo-

ple who may not have even been members of the church but 

came back because Pastor had touched their lives through the 

school.  Most of the students I could recognize even if has been 

many years since I taught them.  I thought right away that I 

wanted to share this with our families at Grace how we never 

know when we touch a life and what impact is left with them.  

Thank you, dear members of Grace, for providing the opportu-

nity to touch lives with the Good News of our Savior through 

our Christian school.  Each and every one of you is a missionary 

in this Antelope Valley mission field. 

 

The time has come for us to say farewell to Dan Burk and his 

family.  We are all wondering how we will be able to conduct 

children’s messages in the first service without Trevor!  It has 

been a blessing to have Dan as our 3rd grade teacher, computer 

go-to-guy (along with Larry Wooster), co-worker and fellow 

Christian.  Although we will miss all of the family, we wish them 

God speed as they move on to a new segment of their Christian 

ministry.  God be with you! 

 

There are plenty of seats available at school.  If you know of 

anyone looking for an excellent Christian academic education, 

please tell them about us.  Your support for the school includes 

telling others about us.  We appreciate that. 

 

Serving the Master Teacher, 

Wanda Vandrey 



 

 

Quote of the month:  “We need to know the terrain in which we are 
called to serve.  Being good preachers with big congregations, which 
come in from the cold and love to listen to us, just isn’t good enough any-
more.”   
- from author Joel Edwards in his book An Agenda For Change 
 
During the month of June, the Sr. High will welcome in the graduating 8th 
graders and upcoming 9th graders.   
With the conclusion of Family Ministry Wednesday’s 3rd term, we’ll be look-
ing forward to starting up again in the Fall.  The summer will provide yet 
another opportunity for the sr. high youth to learn and grow in their faith 
journey with/in Christ and share (or learn to share) their Christian Faith 
Experience with others on a daily basis.   
 
In June, the sr. high will be gathering at the Wishka’s home for an in-depth 
and interactive Bible study using Jesus’ “I AM” statements from the Gospel 
of John.  Jesus not only claimed He was God and that Yahweh was His Heav-
enly Father; Jesus was God and these I AM statements were hugely contro-
versial.  They aren’t as culturally controversial today because we don’t have 
engrained in us the “don’t say the Name of God” factor.  We do, however, 
have the “don’t say you are a Follower of Jesus” factor running rampant in 
our culture.   
 
The I AM Bible studies and their related group activities will engage and 
hopefully embolden everyone to live lives as I AM’s people everyday in their 
lives.  We are Jesus people everyday – not just on Sundays or Wednesdays.  
He is our Lord and Savior everyday – not just on Christmas and Easter.  
 
For many of us this may hit us hard, “For though by this time you ought to 
be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the 
oracles of God.  You need milk, not solid food, for everyone who lives on 
milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child.  But solid 
food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment 
trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.” (Hebrews 5:12-
14) 
 
If you are a BBC Lutheran Christian (Born, Baptized, Confirmed), substitute 
the pronouns you and he with your name.  Could you be a teacher?  Do you 
know the basic principles?  Are you trained by constant practice?   
 
The month of June’s Youth Nite Bible Studies will – prayerfully, hopeFULLy, 
by God’s Grace – be a month that trains the sr. high by teaching the basic 
principles so that they will grow in their Christian faith to becoming mature 
teachers who constantly live out their Christian faith.   
 
Conclusion of the quote:  “In western nations which have lost their Chris-
tian scruples, effective ministry will no longer be measure by our skills in 
the pulpit but by our ability to nurture and equip our people to chase away 
the darkness and change the nation.”   
 
Teaching, Training and Equipping others in the Basic Principles of God,  
 
Jim Roberts – DCE 
Director of Christian Education 
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Congratulations!�Congratulations!�Congratulations!�Congratulations!�����
������������������������To�All�Our�Graduates!To�All�Our�Graduates!To�All�Our�Graduates!To�All�Our�Graduates!����
����We rejoice with all youth, young adults, 
adults who achieved special educational de-
grees and promotions. Congratulations on 
your accomplishments and God’s blessings 
on all of your future endeavors!! Here are a 
few names of those that have graduated or 
will be graduating.  
 

College�GraduatesCollege�GraduatesCollege�GraduatesCollege�Graduates����
Elizabeth Wooster from Concordia Univer-
sity Seward Nebraska with her Bachelor of 
Science in Cellular Molecular Biology with 
high distinction and she will be attending 
Creighton University School of Medicine in 
the fall 
Aubrey Boyer from Cal State Fullerton with 
her Bachelor of Science in Psychology gradu-
ating Magna Cum Laude 

Dan Burk from Concordia University Wis-
consin with a Master Degree in Education 
Administration. 
 

High�School�GraduatesHigh�School�GraduatesHigh�School�GraduatesHigh�School�Graduates����
Laina Boyer 
Adrianne Burckle 
Kayla Edman 
Sarah Loomis 
JJ Rush 
Kyle Smith 
Tanner Snedigar- He will be attending Cal 
State Northridge in the fall and playing Div.1 
soccer 
Joey Whelchel- He will be attending Antelope 
Valley College in the fall 
Jason Worden  
 

A�BIG�Thank�YouA�BIG�Thank�YouA�BIG�Thank�YouA�BIG�Thank�You�goes out to Gerry 

Starrett, Elfrieda Rottman, Ethel Schutte and 
Nickci Escamilla on keeping our facility look-
ing so nice!!! Your hard work is very much 
appreciated! 
 

A�Note�of�ThanksA�Note�of�ThanksA�Note�of�ThanksA�Note�of�Thanks����
Dear Christian Family at Grace, 
Many thanks to all of you for your prayers 
during my back surgery, and especially, 
thanks to the ladies who made the beautiful 
prayer quilt which I took along to the hospi-
tal. I felt covered by the prayers included in 
each knot. 
In Christian love, 
Dorothy Sundberg 
 
 

News from the DCE 



    

Calling  

all baseball  

fans! 

    

Friday, June 11 at the 

Jethawks Stadium Grace 

Lutheran School kicks 

off its first official fund-

raiser for the upcoming 

school year 2010-11 -- 

for our Athletic Depart-

ment.  Join us for an 

evening at the ball park. 

Tickets are on sale for 

$6 and for only $1, you 

can purchase a raffle 

ticket with the chance of 

winning the first pitch of 

the game that night!! 

The more raffle tickets 

purchased, the better 

your chances.  Tickets 

can be purchased from 

the school office.   

 

If you have any ques-

tions, please contact 

Toni Peterson, Athletic 

Director @ 

661.609.0116 or by 

email at 

as_peterson@msn.com 
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MEMBERS�&�FRIENDS�OF�GRACE�LUTHERAN�CHURCH�
Are invited to the INSTALLATION SERVICE of 

  

PASTOR KELLY LEARY  
 

Sunday ~ June 20, 2010 ~ 4 P M 
 

A potluck dinner will follow the service. 
Meat, beverages & dessert will be provided. 

Each family is asked to bring salads & side dishes to serve 
10 to 12 people. 

 
Help welcome the Leary’s & stock their pantry by bringing non-perishable 

food items or gift cards to the table & basket provided!   

 
 
 
 

This Mite Grant will provide 5,000 copies of Lutheran devotional materials to 
reach U.S. prison inmates desiring to know their Lord and Savior.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

We pray together:   “O Lord, You have forgiven us and set us free. Thank You for new 
resources to expand outreach to prisoners by congregations, districts, and individuals in-
volved in prison ministry.  
 Thank You for creating new life, giving beauty for ashes, and the joy of freedom 
in Christ for those living in incarceration. You are our refuge and our very present help. 
Amen.”  

    Inmate reads a passage 
from  the Book of Acts 

LCMS Chaplain pray   
with inmates 

Inmates study God’s Word during          
a devotional time led by a   

Lutheran Chaplain. 
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