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GRACELINES

God’s Joy and Gladness to You,

April filled us with the joy of the Resurrection of our Lord, in which our hope is
built. May is no less exciting, with the Ascension of Our Lord, Pentecost, and on a per-
sonal note for this congregation, Confirmation. A band of warriors once again will be
born into this work of the church. As we remember how Christ raised His hands in bless-
ing at the Ascension let us know that the same Christ raises His hands at this Confirma-
tion to bless these children of God. He has taught this group of young people through the
Word of God. May we of the congregation pray for the continuance of the Word study in
this Confirmation Class. It is with the Word of God and with the work of the Holy Spirit
that we are kept strong for the battle.

For some reason I woke with Karl Marx’s quote in my head, “Religion is the
opium of the people.” I believe that even those that work for Satan and what comes from
their mouths have some truth. That is why quotes like this last. We logically see some
truth in them. That is how Satan the deceiver works. The whole quote is, “Religion is the
sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless
conditions. It is the opium of the people.” I would like you to jump with me in thought to
the opium den. It is a place that I picture as filled with smoke and people lying about in
some dream world without ambition and totally self absorbed. We have been offended
by this quote because it has been used to denigrated any belief in God as an idiotic, self
destructive, way of life.

Let me change the quote slightly and put a different spin on it. The Word of God is
the opium of His people. I want for the Confirmation class and for all believers to be ad-
dicted to the Word of God, to hunger for it in the extreme, so much so that you cannot
live without it. The truth is that it is “the heart of a heartless world”, it is the calm “sigh of
the oppressed creature” and as Christians we know this to be true. We know the comfort
of the God who forgives by His work on the tree. We know that by being in the way of
Word and Sacraments we will be strengthened in faith by this God who hangs on to us in
love. I call upon you to become addicted to the Scripture as “they make you wise unto
salvation”. I call upon you parents and members to be examples to this Confirmation
Class. You who are the members of the Body of Christ, encourage, enlighten, pray for, be
there for, these young souls in this seeming “soulless world”, this “heartless world "don’t
let them languish in any other opium than the Word of God, no other drug than their
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

I invite you to be present on Wednesday, May 12t for the Confirmand’s Christian
Faith Speeches. It is a Family Night time and dinner will be provided,
5:30-6:15 p.m. dinner, special cake
6:15-7:30 p.m. speeches and song and prayer
Confirmation is at late church on May 16th.

See You Fellow Addicts,
Deaconess June Nuckolls
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Offering Attendance

Ending Sunday 3/21 10,451 Saturday 3/20 33
Ending Sunday 3/28 6,251 Sunday 3/21 160
Ending Sunday 4/4 16,735 Saturday 3/27 16
Ending Sunday 4/11 7,566 Sunday3/28 257
Saturday 4/3 18
Saturday 4/10 25
Ending Sunday 3/21 155 Sunday 4/11 172
Ending Sunday 3/28 90
Ending Sunday 4/4 25
Ending Sunday 4/11 145
2009 225
Total as of 4/11 835,528 2010 207

A hymn of glory let us sing! New hymns throughout the world shall ring:

Christ, by a road beforeAulizetI:oiZ,’ Zilceézzlunto the throne of God. ]IM][-"][J[S]H[@ N@%S

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Wasn'’t Easter glorious? A big thanks goes to ushers, choirs, bell choir, readers, organists, brass, altar guild,
the youth, Pastor Duerr, and anybody else that slips my mind at the moment. Of course, the greatest thanks
of all goes to our incredible Savior. After all, without Him, there wouldn’t be an Easter!

Can you believe it’s time for Ascension already? We will join together with our brothers and sisters in Christ to celebrate Jesus’
ascension on Thursday, May 13. This special joint service will include special music, a joint choir, etc. It is wonderful to be able
to announce that we are once again celebrating Ascension jointly. [ encourage you to join us for this festive service!

The month of May contains a number of important festivals this year. In addition to Ascension on May 13, we will observe Con-
firmation (although technically not a church festival, it is certainly a day of celebration for us as a congregation) on May 16 in the
11 AM service, Pentecost on May 23 and Trinity Sunday on May 30. Trinity begins the non-festival half of the church year. The
liturgical color is green - one that reminds us of growth. Let’s dedicate ourselves to growing in the Lord during this season of
the church year. How do we do that? We grow as the Holy Spirit strengthens and equips us through Word and Sacrament. Of
course, Word and Sacrament are readily available in worship and Bible class. I'll see you there!

If you or a family member would like to share your musical talents with us in worship, contact me in the church office and I'll be
glad to get you connected.

God has richly blessed us. He promises to continue to bless us!

In Christ’s Service,
La ry D. Wooster
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Mark Your Calendars for

Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, May 16" in the 11:00
a.m. service with the
confirmands “Faith Speech”
presentation on Wednesday,
May 12t at 7:00 p.m.

Calling All Baseball Fans

The CA High Desert Chapter of
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
is sponsoring the Jethawks vs
High Desert Mavericks on
Saturday, May 22. Tickets are
FREE for BBQ at 6:00 PM and
the game at 7:00 PM. Any
Thrivent member may receive
tickets for their family by
calling Curt Holt at 661-948-
4127. They have 200 tickets
but they are going fast so call
today to not miss out on this
evening of fun, fellowship, good
food and baseball at the
Jethawks Stadium.

Attention All Graduates!

(High School, College, Proud
Parents!) Please share with the
Teri Morgan in the church office
or Jim Roberts information
concerning you or your son/
daughter’s graduation and
future plans. We would like to
share and pray for their success
and future.

Grace IsaTHERaAN ScHOOL
SrrinG GarNivab

Grace Lutheran School is
holding its annual Spring
Carnival/Benefit on
Saturday, May 8" from 1:00-
6:00 p.m. This year’s theme
is “Team Grace Will Win the
Race”. There will be lots of
good food, carnival games,
silent & live auctions. Raffle
tickets for some great prizes
and game wrist bands are on
sale now! Please contact
Chris Calvert in the school
office or Teri Morgan in the
church office for more
information.

School News:

Last weekend (April 10) [ went out to the poppy fields with my son,
daughter-in-law and the two grandsons. What a beautiful sight it was! It
reminds us so clearly about our awesome Creator!

Ruth Struckman (2rd grade Mom who happens to be George Andrews’ sis-
ter) and I spent two days down at Christ Lutheran School in Costa Mesa.
Several of our synodical school ministry leaders conducted a workshop on
fiscal leadership, retaining students, marketing our schools, filling the
empty seats almost all Lutheran schools have these days. It was very in-
formative. This workshop will be held all over the country in the coming
months. Itis sad but one sectional even dealt with what must be done if a
school has to close. Ruth and I plan to use a lot of the information about
marketing the school in the coming weeks and months.

It is hard to believe that we are looking at the very short end of another
school year. However, there is plenty planned in that short time left.
There is the Spring Carnival and Auction on May 8. 6t grade goes to out-
door education and 1st-3rd grades present a musical on May 14. Confirma-
tion is on May 16 and the 8t grade banquet is on May 23. We will have
graduations for preschool, kindergarten and 8th grade the first week of
June.

[ would like to remind all of you again about our Scrip program. I think it
can be best described as gift cards just like you can buy in almost all
stores these days. If you come and purchase a gift card for Barnes & No-
bles, for instance, for $100.00 you receive full value of $100.00 at the
store. We, however, actually bought it from the provider for $91.00. The
percentages vary but we always make at least a little off each gift card
purchased. All of you purchase gas, grocery shop, eat out once in a while,
shop for clothing, make home repairs, etc. If we do not have a specific gift
card on hand, we can usually have it here shortly. This is a tremendous
way to help the school and the congregation. Looking back over the past
few years [ observe that the school has been able to give annual amounts
to the church of $10,00 to up to about $18,000. This is money that you
spend anyway - gas, restaurants, home improvement stores, clothing
stores. Please consider making Grace Lutheran part of your shopping ad-
venture! 7

Please come and have some fun at our Spring
Carnival and Auction. There’s plenty for eve-
ryone to enjoy.

Serving the Master Teacher through our chil-
dren,
Wanda Vandrey, Principal




News from the DCE

Each month the senior high youth have an opportunity to gather together for Fellowship, Bible Study & Worship. Fellowship is a

chance to gather together as Brothers and Sisters in Christ to “just be.” Talk, hang out, eat and let loose a little. Bible study is a chance

to dig into God’s Word and learn what God says to us as His people. Worship is a chance to gather together as God’s people who are

gathering to praise God for what He’s done for us, in us, with us, and through us through His Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.
Times for Youth to grow:

Fellowship — 1°' Fri of each month (6:00 — sometime before mid-night) at Jim’s fiancé’s house
Bible study — Wed (5:30pm - 7:30pm) & Sun (9:30am — 10:30am) @ Grace
Worship —Wed (7:15pm — 7:30pm), Sat (6pm — 7pm) & Sun (8am-9am or 11am-12pm) @ Grace

In a time when | hear that many things done or not done are as a result of “the downed economy”, | have to wonder what can be done.
Is ministry based on $Money$? | sure hope not. At least, | don’t think so. My only regret is that some of the “fun and entertaining”
things that are typically associated with “youth ministry” require HUGE sums of $money$. As sad as this is, it is true. People don’t
have money these days.

In response to this, things here at Grace are being affected. 1’ve never been the kind of person who believes in “flashy, fun or entertain-
ing” ... things due to fear that the flash, fun and entertainment draws attention away from the message — the purpose.

* What makes youth ministry rich? Is it money? Is it the faith growth of the youth? Is it the quality or kind of entertainment? Is it the
number of youth who attend? Is it the Bible study? Is it the message? Is it what the youth do for the church? Is it what the youth do for
the community?

* With the news that Pastor Leary will be Grace’s new pastor, | ask similar questions. What makes a pastor good? Is it the money he
brings in? Is he helping us grow in our faith? Is he entertaining? Is he a good preacher?

The answers to each of these questions will be different for each person and each person could/would give reason(s) why their answer
should be the “right” one. Welcoming the new pastor and his arrival are already things we are thinking about. Vacancy or not, we are
rich and deficient, but do we know it, do we agree to what our riches are (or our deficiencies)? Let’s evaluate (or RE-evaluate) who we
are and what we have already been given in Jesus through/by the Holy Spirit.

Your Brother and Servant in Christ Jesus our Risen Lord

Iim Roberts
(DCE-Director of Christian Education)

- WORD BANK Just-4-Fun & Food-4-Thought:

- Savior - Health Fill-In-The-Blanks in this quote from a sermon given by Alistair Begg.

- Appetite - Eternal life “Money can buy medicine, but it can’t buy your :

- 'I;'a_‘pp('j”ess - a'eep Money can buy a house, but not a . | Money has

-rrends - Home Money can buy companionship, but not . never yet
Money can buy entertainment, but not . ;?g?e as”eyr?.réi

Are you rich? Is Grace Lutheran Monev can buv food. but not an T

rich? What does it mean to be rich? M y b y b C’j but not : (5bc-65ad)
For you? For Grace Lutheran? Oney can buy a bed, but no . Roman

Money can buy a cross, but not a : Statesman

Money can buy a good life, but not

Entire message & answers are found/heard @ http://www.truthforlife.org/resources/message/restructuring-our-finances/

Ecclesiastes 5:10 Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too
is meaningless.
Proverbs 17:16 Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?
2 Chronicles 1:10-12 *° Give me wisdom and knowledge, that | may lead this people, for who is able to govern this great people of
yours?" ™ God said to Solomon, "Since this is your heart's desire and you have not asked for wealth, riches or honor, nor for the death
of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge to govern my people over whom I have
made you king, *? therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And | will also give you wealth, riches and honor, such as no
king who was before you ever had and none after you will have."

For another interesting message about evangelism use the link below to listen (for free).
http://www.truthforlife.org/resources/message/continuous-evangelism/
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00D NEWS T-SHIRT

Jesus told his disciples — and us —
to go into all the world and preach
the good news. Wherever you go,

this cool T-shirt will help spark
conversations about your faith.

What you need:

Newspaper

Cardboard

Plain white, cotton T-shirt
Permanent markers
Goggles (optional)

Eye dropper

Rubbing alcohol

Clothes hanger

What you do:
1. Cover a table with news-

paper. (Work outside or in
a well-ventilated area.)

2. Place a piece of cardboard

inside your T-shirt. (This
keeps pen marks from going
through to the other side.)

3. With permanent markers,

draw a design of large
circles, spirals, hearts, etc.

4. Wear goggles while drop-

ping rubbing alcohol onto
your designs with an eye
dropper. As the alcohol
permeates the permanent
marker, the color will break
up and spread in interest-
ing ways.

5. Hang the shirt to dry.
6. When the shirt is dry, place

cardboard inside it again.
On the front, write “I have
some good news to share
with you.” You can also
write a Bible verse.

“I am with you always.”

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he encouraged his
disciples in the work they had to do. We, too, are Jesus’
Mz  disciples and should follow his same instructions.

Follow the words in the clouds to find Mark 16:15-16a, NIV.
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