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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

GRACELINES
A Word From Our Pastor

Christian Education is NOT for children!

It’s for CHRISTIANS.

September the 12 is an important day at Grace Lutheran Church and
School. Itis on this day (that the Lord has made - so rejoice and be glad in
it!) that we will celebrate CHRISITAN EDUCATION in the Divine Service. All
too often we adults forget or conveniently deny the truth that we are still
all learning, we learn constantly. When we hit the wrong link on the inter-
net and our computer gets a virus we learn to be more careful. When we
eat too much and feel slow and bloated all day we learn to eat more reason-
able portions. When we receive hugs from our kids because we learn that
they love us.

Why is it that as Christian adults most of you believe that you do not need
to continue to learn the Holy Bible? Today is a day for renewal! Join a bible
class here at Grace. We have many from which to choose. WE have Sunday
morning classes and weekday classes and morning classes and evening
classes and specific age studies and intergenerational studies, WOW! What
a wonderful learning opportunity.

Along with this blessing of Bible Study is the blessing of the outreach and
ministry of our School! And I say OUR SCHOOL because whether or not you
have a child or grandchild in Grace Lutheran School you have a role to play
as a supporter of this God given Christ centered ministry of our congrega-
tion. Please continue to pray for our students and teachers. Please be open
to speak about the tremendous education offered here and the foundation
on which our school is built - Jesus Christ the Cornerstone.

Beloved, the Holy Spirit move you to see your need of growing in the Truth

of God’s Word and respond by joining with other Christians in the study of

God’s Word. The word’s of Jesus, “Abide in My Word and you will know the
Truth and the Truth will set you free.”

Pastor Leary
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Ending Sunday 7/25 6,328 Saturday 7/24 27
Ending Sunday 8/1 11,112 Sunday 7/25 172
Ending Sunday 8/8 8,139 Saturday 7/31 10
Ending Sunday 8/15 8,956 Sunday 8/1 166
Saturday 8/7 23
Building Fund (BTBC) Sunday 8/8 170
Saturday 8/14 20
Ending Sunday 7/25 80 Sunday 8/15 175
Ending Sunday 8/1 115
Ending Sunday 8/8 230 Sat/Sun Average Attendance-June
Ending Sunday 8/15 115 2009 182
Total as of 8/15 838,989 ALY 1
\ )

God’s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor. ]HMH[ “ ]l 8]”[@ N@%&
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay,
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure

Throughout all generations.

[ had the privilege of serving as an advisory delegate to our synod’s convention, representing the teachers of
our district. Ten days of sitting through meetings is not my idea of a good time, and Houston in July is just ridicu-
lously hot and humid, but the opportunity to be a part of this part of our synod, including the Bible studies, the
worship, and the opportunity to talk with (and yes, even advise) people from all around our country, and even
internationally was a true privilege.

Even though [ was not representing our congregation, I hope to be able to give a presentation to the congre-
gation regarding my observations. This was a truly historic convention as it was necessary to restructure the
way our synod operates. This was necessary for financial reasons as well as for efficiency and effectiveness. It
was a great relief to see the importance the delegates placed on being faithful to God’s Word while getting the
Word out to a world that so desperately needs it.

As the convention wrapped up, our district president advised us that what we saw was only one part of our
synod. Now the important part is what goes on in each individual congregation.

We need to be dedicated to being faithful in Word and Sacrament as we share the forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion that we have in Christ. The first part of that dedicated faithfulness is being present for worship and Bible
study on a regular basis. It is especially wonderful to gather as a congregation with our new pastor leading us.
What a blessing!

If you'd like to be a part of the blessing that goes on here at Grace, give me a call in the church office and
we'll get you connected and involved. Chancel Choir (high school and above) will begin their fall season on
Thursday, September 9 at 7 PM in the music area of the Church. Handbells will begin their fall season on Thurs-
day, September 16 at 6 PM in the music room off of the Parish Hall. Whether you sing, play an instrument, can
help with ushering, or whatever, we’'d love to have you involved in the family we call Grace. I look forward to
seeing you at worship and Bible Class!

In Christ’s Service,
Larry Wooster
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Dear Counted Ones,

"Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in Your book were written every-
one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of
them." Ps. 139:16
"You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in Your bottle. Are they not in
your book?" Ps. 56:8

[ am a nut about old black and white movies. In my laziness on a Saturday
morning | came upon a group of patriotic short movies with famous (in my book)
actors that I thought would be worth a gander. All the stories were telling of the
uniqueness of Americans. In one of these stories Ethel Barrymore is an older lady, in
a small old house, in a large city, surrounded by high risers. She has read her morn-
ing paper and is upset for in it, it says that the census is complete and that there is
330,005 people in the city. She goes to the newspaper office and complains that the
statistic stated is inaccurate, she was not counted. No one counted her. No one
knows she is alive. She is forgotten and it is not right that this has happen. She wants
the newspaper to see about having her counted. The newsmen are fairly sure that
this can't be changed, they really haven't enough push to change the numbers. It
isn't that important and she is an old lady so the editor sends one of his reporters to
pretend that he is from the census and is ready with pretend questions. The older
lady is aware that he is one of the reporters and is really miffed now. Eventually they
do get a real census taker to come to her house. She is not willing to make this a
quick question and answer deal for the census man either. She wants to tell her
story in detail; he asks where she was born and she tells him it was in Ireland a
short walk from a particular river that flows through town and flooded the year that
she and her family moved. The census person appeared impatient but eventually is
resolved and listens to all the details.

In this year of census, that will not come again for ten years, most of us, |
assume, have filled out the census. If you go to the government web site it is quite
inspiring to see the importance of this census, "Where the stories of America inter-
sect.”" Itis rather a neat adventure to read all the stories of how people are glad they
are taking the census, that it was easier than they thought it would be, that it helps
with the best distribution for resources for fire departments, police departments,
local issues, ethnic numbering, etc. God Bless America and [ mean that sincerely.

How much greater is the constant census that our loving God takes every
moment of our lives. The Ps. quotes above attest to that fact. God has written out the
coarse of our days from conception to death. He literally knows our DNA. The un-
formed substance, then the embryo and development of the fetus. It is written like a
census in the book. He knows every detail of our life, even the skinned knee or bad
marriage or cancer remission. He knows the fish that was bigger than all your bud-
dies and the achievement of finally running two mile every morning in a week. God
cares for His people. He knows when they can't sleep, when they are stressed and
anxious and He collects these, He records these things. The depth of God's love for
His people is remarkable. As the old lady in the black and white movie wanted to be
counted, not to be forgotten. We are allowed through prayer to tell the details, our
complaints, our anxieties, and our fears to the God who has known us always. Re-
member to do that.

We need not fill out forms to be counted in God's book. God's census is of
the faithful, as in Genesis 15:6 Abraham "believed the Lord, and he counted it to him
as righteousness."” As Abraham believed God's promises, we believe His promises
through Jesus Christ our righteousness. May you always remember that you are
counted.

In His Bondage,
Deaconess Nuckolls
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There is ONLY ONE Service on Sunday,
September 12th at 10:00 a.m. and Bible
Study from 9:00-9:45 this morning.

Education Sunday is septem-
ber 12! Please join us for fellowship
at a Potluck following our one ser-
vice at 10:00 a.m. We are in need of
main dishes, side dishes, salads,
and desserts! Dust off your recipe
box and bring in YOUR family's fa-
vorite dish! For planning purposes,
please look for sign-up sheets to let
us know what kind of dish (main,
side, salad, or dessert) you will be
bringing or you can email it to:
church@gracelancaster.org.  If you
have any questions you can contact
Tricia Colcord at 373-0161 or Rachel
Leary at 917-1099. See you there!

Confirmation CIass - st.rs

on Wednesday, September 8t from 6:00
— 7:00 for all 6th and 8t grade students.

COME JOIN OUR

tudy
Eastside Bible Study

will meet on Wednesdays, starting
September 8 at the home of Norma
Gehring, 3825 E. Ave. K-12. Call
Norma 946-1352 for directions. The
study is led by Deaconess Nuckolls.
The group spends alternate weeks
on Luther’s Large Catechism and the

Women of Luke. All ladies are in-
vited to attend.
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Smart
coolsics

September is an exciting time, as you
begin growing in wisdom with a new ’

year of school and Sunday school. Be a

“smart cookie” by making this special
container for your kitchen. Change the The Bible is a guide for how we should live. In Sunday school and at

pictures as your year goes by. Or fill the home, we learn how God loves and saves us. Solve this puzzle to find
container with cookies to give as a gift. Proverbs 4:13 (NIV), which tells about the importance of God’s Word.

* 2 identical disposable Then write the correct letters on the number-coded lines below.
plastic containers

(rectangular and clear)
0 T 1

4 photos or drawings é young _ __ death cold ome ___

Scissors
Sticky bow or ribbon

(optional) sweelT — can't — no — IuterT ——

» Cookies é é

What you do:

1. Cut four different pictures " -u
or drawings to fit the sides
of your container. Allow 4 1 2 3 1 15 5 1
the edges to slightly
overlap around the four - -
sides of one container. 6 15 10 5 12 11 13 5 6 1 15 3

2. Gently set one container
inside the other. Then slide — — —_
the pictures or drawings 15 15 2 8 5 6 3 ¢ 1
down between the two
containers to cover the —— — —_— !
four sides. Press the inner
container down to secure "
the pictures in place
between the sides.

3. Fill the container with
cookies, and put the lid on
top of the inner container.

4. You can put a sticky bow or
ribbon on the lid to make
the container look like a
present.

What you need: ! First, write the word that means the opposite of the one given.

(AIN ‘€1 sqI24019)
. 9yu1 004 st 31 30§ ‘T[aM 31 prend (0F 1 15] J0U Op ‘U01IdNIISUT 03 UO PIOL],,

MOU ‘saf ‘ued ‘mos ‘0F ‘10 ‘91| ‘P[0 SIOMSUY
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